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3 Main Temples Where Lord Vishnu Is
Worshipped as Kurma Avatar
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Live tortoises in the Kurmanatha Swamy
temple's premises, its preservation efforts
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Sri Koormam Temple
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Sri Koormam Temple

The Kurmanathaswamy temple, also known as the Kurmanatha temple, Srikurma or
Srikurmam temple, is a Hindu temple dedicated to Kurma - the second avatar of
Vishnu. It is located in Srikurmam village, Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh.
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SHTEHF LTS B aveTem S5FCLevaUTT CaHmWiley, WfImisLD FRIGHTST Camuiley,
SMHSIHG A&TID FFTUSTTS CaHTUIlL HUWaMMIEL Safloeus Ty
QILIHLOITEM 6T 6L 60T RIS 6VITLD. @ HH W TN 6V FnJL0 UK TS S HE S 60TM @) (HE G LD
@G VWD S BHETIH G FaFIOBTST S4VWINTGSLD. I, BT LOMHleuLD,
ANEFTsLILL Y 6TEH 6V WofeT@GeTD HECSH @HER M. @) BIG LD QF6Tm

L FLOBTES60T ULl 6VITLD. F&H6vell&LI0meT &eofl G5 e Mg emeTLD GLIME LD
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5160 BEFGCLIEVEUTTT 6T6dTm QLIWIflev HevfleCaHTUIaILD 2 6Temgl. GLOsYILD G\ & 63Tem 60T H8516V
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FRISLIQLHLOMET CaHMUI6l ATV H(HEHHEF G 6TedTm 2676V Wof &E85GLI6ENGUTT 6T6dTm
QuUWIleL @@ HHECHTUWIILD 2 6TeTerT. WofTn [JIOLD, oD HeUSTTESF 60T GILW GG,
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SlgGwiesr 61(PSHU UGL Qhs elwmervgglet (WaHW ChrésLd,
L &aJLD SIUHTT QTleQUIRISm6T SINHG C&TETaUS]. QHS SEUHMTTLD
S(mLmedlert HFTeUHTIRIGENL HMLUL 2 6mL Ul 660TM)] 6T6OTLIENS
6TeLGeLM(HLD SMHE(HSHSHEVMD. SYEUTID,  SlQUMENM  ervEUMLDI
CHHGeT 6TeuHLD HOG UOLLLSGaNL SHallemd Hemluile,
S(HHHSHHTE  Cleuailsd C&HTEhg, W, SeneUl|LD,
GeUMTOVWI(PLD  Qeu@GeUTd, HbHGH SHIHFHETMM]  6T6OTLIENS LD
AQrHHE WEHLPGCa, SlgGule S (hemguiled (PWMHH CFWISHCHeT.
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QUMM UHFaJOEUSTID GLD. FalflOLD  6T6TLIS| S 6DLOEMILIS
GM&GL. CHauTsHmer el &IT&HET 6uedlenld, eiml Clsmeu(h
QNETRIGILIGITEL, SI&TTSH6IT TLUGLTGHID, CHUTHGeT(h FevurenL_ Uil (B,
slalfsameT CHTMHHIGH5H QHHHHTL, HhSGEHHES 6UEONLOMUIG
HHG (H61T GCeU6TUIlq LD, NG TTHEMET F6iur6nL_UI6L 6THIT GSMeeane]LD,
UMM&L6016L Lisrerl Gl&Mestilg. (5h& LITHSTLOEM6T @emmeh& [hl6sTmeut().
SLCUTEH &5 FLUWEHHD GOSN Hij6 HeMLSHGLD 61601
SUTHELSHEG CILGBLOTET 2 MISIIaTNSHT]. GH6oTLlg, C&HeUTSHEDHS
SIS &Sl lafsHs el SDTHHMG HenL 555 C&FILIWL
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LEHSHTHELD, UTEHS 6T60TM LIMDEML LO6meVemLEF &M SHUIMTHELLD
MEUGHG  HEMOLILMSHGHEL  SIGOTHEMENIILD,  6UTL  LMHSI6L
CoHaTEHEHLME Q(HHEH Sl Ul PTDNGH6U]. 6T, i)
gilwme  BoLCuUDTE  CuTsGel,  DEMEVMILE  HLVISEGEIT
CLDSAIL TG SRS Ng&Hs SH(HLOML STGET (b FallOLONS
SIFHTEUGF|, Y60 allqaIC(HEH HSHT ML HLD (LPHISH6L
MG ghHsd CSHTEILMT. DML HL 6060 QIO Q(HHSHE.
@& eumeL  HemLeuGl  eTalGHTUNMMI. SeOLh& ClBMeuTlq.(HHS
FLOWGH60, sTeveLTUMMIILD (LP&EVMS alhG allagld. all6semd s
&SIl 60T HimGH L Levry. NN, QbdHiyeor Geueworg.& Clamerner
Slalet (PETEUHSTT. UHG b NELEMS, HEILGSHL ABHSS
SM&HSE  QBTEIL ST,  eursH Sl d  HeomuNmmy.
GGG, ol6u] HELSHEIIL 65T 6T60TM CLILITTEL  SMLPSHSL
u@&mmy. elegld HrEW LADGCouTEH, CLEID  SHemL
S INGser]. @QsmHGL UIm@ &mel LeoLUew  QUTHL &6l
SLVO(HHG 66UCUTEIMTS  GeueUUL (R UHSHE.  (LPGH6OI6L
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QumerTowl @6y, 2 WITHS KOMEUSHLD 6T6OTEHID WITeM6D [HTEIN(S
Sh&MIGCTT(H 6UHSH6TT HeUMMI6T L6ST HMHUSLD, FlHGH6EFILD, LMFIRNG
&(HSHS6E, SILrveruGe SHeoterllensaer, U eudaglhl LML gGwim(,
ghdlyerr  SbGmossn wned GCoHmerml eT(pHG 6. HemL &FluTled
sAaHAN  QaeNsCanstd SINTS GLESMS  GHAHST.
SGNTEH6T 0&&HG CUTEHTLEL CHUTSHERSCH QHE AHNTHHMG
SenL 68 eulfl QFWSMT.  SLPeUMHl6T LT&HISS6L, 665G
Q&FUIELSHEBHLD & (HLDITEL 62 (IH6UG6TT QEFULISH TS
Q& ENGHGOTMITI..LIT(IH RISET..
LOMILINIG RIS 6OTDLD 62 60T LOG ST,
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Aol ry&QEFTMSHETTEL FomieG) 6TLILIG. CGHFIWLOT..?
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BI6VmIG CEMNG] Y TUPSLD 6TIIGILD I61TCEUTI 4 MLOLLITIL
sVt & 6L UL L LD &L 8V/61T Lol &/ SN G 6211558 6m 6w,
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Copausen LOMID KIS 2 61afl(BHH HTCET HenL UGV,
SBUINTLD CHTETTEL EMELSHL 6D &ML HSGT60T 6J60TLIGHI 4 LDEUITIS 60T
QUIFl&6IT. S6mL_U|LD CLIMTE| HTMIS (LLg WIT 6UedemIL|LD SIS, eLILIMHM
QuUTBLSemen GQeueflCul Gsmeur(hy ey 2 Gl 6uedlenLOWIT6o
W&HG Q&L UHFajoeusmyn  Smwmed dhSHSHSHTCGI!.
SH(pLomedlesT Qhd SeUSTID CHEUTHEHEHE GhTETILD, VEUIWILD,
FMhHLD, euedlend, ealfjd wmeld 2 HaNWGHTeL, T60GEVM(HEGLD
HeoTenLD HeMSBGLD 6T60TLIG| HFFUID. QHSH HUSBTILD, 3,607 LDMTHHG)
S(HERE LFagdHHeL FloumsSuled HESLPHHHTE  LJToorhISeT
FaMIK6TTMEI. SGH6UTEL, HTEMMW! SleuTld, UhFafd QWihHEHWITS
alGFaons FLUISMLSHL  CHTEGUIL ML LILGSHETME 6TeTmID
BTD SINETCHMLD. H(HLOMeL NhFafOeUSTILD 6T(HHSH QHSHLI LesNs
H60T6OTITENED, SIEUSTILI CILI(HEMLO&HEM6NT QG FH&| C&TEIGL TD. Qbh&
SIUGMT leUIhGemeT ervelmd CHHGH6T LTSHSL GCUEGLD SHalleng
QU &ermeL @6l SibeuUTS G| LOSILPGeUTLON...?
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5. Three Main Temples Where Lord
Vishnu Is Worshipped
as Kurma Avatar

We all know about the 9 incarnations of Lord Vishnu and the stories associated with them.
Have you ever thought of the temples associated with them? Yes, in this blog, we are going to
know about some of the unknown and rare temples that are related to one of the incarnations
of Lord Vishnu - Kurma Avatar (2"9 incarnation of Lord Vishnu in the Form of Tortoise).

Like any other avatars of Vishnu, Kurma Avatar was also taken at a time of crisis to restore

the cosmic equilibrium. Once, the gods and demons churned the ocean of Milk (Parkadal) in
order to get the Nectar of Immortality (Amruth). To churn the ocean of Milk, they used the
Mount Mandara as the churning staff and the serpent Vasuki as the churning rope. While the
Samudra Manthan (churning) was happening, the mount Mandhara (which was used as a
churning staff) got stuck and it couldn’t move. Hence, Lord Vishnu transfigured as a tortoise
and went into the ocean to give support to Mount Mandara.

Though we have come across numerous temples of Lord Vishnu depicting His various
incarnations or avatars, Kurma Avatar of Lord Vishnu is a unique one and there are a very few
temples in the world, where Lord Vishnu is worshipped in the form of the tortoise.

These are the only 3 main temples in India where Lord Vishnu is worshipped in the form of
Kurma Avatar. They are,

e Sri Kurmam Temple, Srikakulam, Andra Pradesh

e Sri Gavi Ranganatha Swamy Temple, Chitradurga, Karnataka

e Sri Kurma Varadharaja Swamy Temple, Chittor, Andra Pradesh

Sri Kurmam Temple — Srikakulam

Sri Kurmam or Kurmanadha Temple is in Srikakulam area situated on the shores of Bay of
Bengal and this is one of the few temples of Lord Vishnu in the form of Kurma Avatar (ie.) in
the form of Tortoise. It is the one and only Suyambu or Self-Manifested temple in the world
where Lord Vishnu is adored in the form of Kurma.

As per the Sthala Purana, it is said that during the Krutha Yuga, a Pious King Named Swetha
Maharaj did a fierce penance for many years. Being pleased by his penance, Lord Vishnu
appeared/ manifested here in the form of Kurma Avatar. It is also believed that Lord
Brahmma, the creator, performed the holy rituals by Himself and sanctified or purified the
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Holy Shrine of Kurma with Gopaala Yantra. It is said that the Holy Lake named “Swetha
Pushkarini” that is found in front of the temple is formed by the Sudarshana Chakra.
Goddess Mahalakshmi originated from this in the form of Varada Mudra posture — Seated on
the Garuda Vaahana and she is known by the name Sri Kurma NayakE
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The main idol of Lord Kurmam is a big Saligrama and is known as “Sampradayam”. The image
is not a sculpture that is crafted by man, but it is the fossil of an actual (large-size) turtle. The
temple tower is called the Padmavimana. Unlike the other Vishnu Temples, the main deity is
facing West and so there are 2 Dwajasthambas, one facing East and the other facing West.
This temple is also known for its marvellous sculptors and wealthy art designs. -
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There are almost 210 pillars in the Sri Kurmam temple and each of the pillars has its own
identity. Moreover, this temple is believed to be the Moksha Sthala since the bath in Swetha
Pushkarni would wash away all the sins. Apart from Kashmir, this temple also has a special
shrine for Vaishno Devi. Other deities found in this temple are Kala Bhairava, Venugopala
Swamy, Vyasa Maharshi, Sri Maha Lakshmi and Durga Devi.

Sri Gavi Ranganatha Swamy Temple — Chitradurga

Gavi Ranganathaswamy Temple is the second temple where Lord Vishnu manifests Himself
as Kurma Avatara. The temple is located at a place called Gavi Rangapura, located some
28kms from Hosadurga Town in Chitradurga Dist., Karnataka. The temple is actually a Cave
Temple and so the Lord is known by the name “Gavi Ranganathaswamy” (In Kannada Gavi
means Cave )!
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In the main Sanctum, the Lord graces His devotees in the form of Kurma Avatar (Tortoise). The
temple is built on the top of the hill and the Garbagraha is in the form of a cave. The beautiful
idol of Lord Vishnu in the form of a giant tortoise is found on the floor, at the center of the
cave. Silver eyes have been fixed on the eye sockets of the Tortoise. Lord Vishnu's

signature Naama (Thirunaamam) has been placed on the forehead, and a silver conch and
chakra are kept on the left and the right side respectively.

=

This temple can either be reached by roadways or by granite steps that go up the hills till the
main temple. At the lower level of the temple complex, one could see a separate shrine
dedicated to Goddess Udhbava Lakshmi (the consort of Lord Vishnu). We could also see
separate shrines for Lord Anjaneya, Lord Ganesha, and Lord Anantha Padmanabha Swamy at
different levels on the same hill. Unlike other Vishnu temples, the idol is always covered with
garlands of marigold, jasmine, chrysanthemum and tulsi leaves. After the Arti/Pooja is
performed, the curd is given as theertha Prasadam to the devotees.

Sri Kurma Varadharaja Swamy Temple — Chittoor

The next temple that has Lord Vishnu in the form of Kurma Avatar is Sri Kurma Varadharaja
Swamy Temple, Chittoor. The temple is located on the Palamaner Road, Chittoor Dist., Andra
Pradesh. As the name of the temple suggests, Lord Vishnu graces His devotees in the form of
a Tortoise with His consort Goddess Bhoodevi. The temple is located on the banks of the
sacred river Koudinya.
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As per the legends, during the period of 1790’s the Rayalaseema region was under the rule of
Muhammads. Due to religious differences among the people, most of the prominent temples
were demolished by the Muslim rulers. By knowing the situation, the former Kurmai villagers
demolished the Outer Prahara (fencing around the temple) themselves and then covered the
whole temple (which is nearly 250 sq km) with sand, in order to save the Temple from
desecration by the gang of Muhammad rulers. It is believed that Sri Varadaraja Swamy has left
the temple to Kancheepuram (Kanchi) and while leaving this place for Kanchipuram, He
made His footprints on the stone called Kodhevarabanda.

.

Nearly 150 years back, one day a Kannada person belonging to the Kurmai village visited that
place and he was examining the sand hills. At that time, he accidentally noticed the gopuram
of Kurma Varadaraja Swamy temple. With the help of Kurmai villagers, he cleared all the sand
and started rebuilding the temple. The main function that was celebrated in this temple is
the Rathotsavam where the Lord Varadaraja Swamy along with His consort Goddess
Boodhevi is taken around the streets of the village in the Ratham (Chariot).

Courtesy:: https://gosthala.com/only-3-main-temples-where-lord-vishnu-is-worshiped-as-
kurma-avatar/



https://gosthala.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/featured-5-Kurma-varada.jpg

fafy g PR 9 o Ryqufafdaeigeuasy |

YT $8 HAT=T FHYdeda(d aqeRIarmdicad-g: Il 2l
YT I UaRYS-HUg a4 UG Te S: |
&A1Y SRR a R e T HYdoad: HHS: § qAISHTI R

wﬁwﬁmﬁhﬁmmﬁw |

El alamy stock photo




U8 UTRIGHGHGR IR ITATIhUga:
fraTen: FHSTE I ITET: yraTfar: U g |

. - s .
gTaTaHd-=sd STarrATeny fasmafa n 1

T O fadte-ma ol grftugifera-
WarnuRfaepgeor saniRamar Yia |

g1 fory: fraygyafeasfch afa waigal
§UTCd SoIGHI- PHSTHIRT: HSIRIOTT: Il 3 I

Y U™ AR dH agH S araragadi

g1 99 SRR e TR rRgEIS: |

TdgallVsHATHageHeRl HIfd dRASIRI:

UTTg: $HeE: UHfeauiauT UIed: STl Il ¥ i
gfa e fa: FwTeT |




SarS: Il

THH d §d UGRTI< TUAATIIRHTTUSH |
FHAGAT JaAISSIHARG W dfgSfaaf= Il I
UTaUSRT-HT S SIaRaTI=AvNugdr = X |
ATATU WIGRIATS HeaTdT GiderHd ST 1Rl
ARt o qEUsHis o< -guuiyual fafded |
JRTIAYIGHNGRIAT: US Ue <fug: Tu=T: 1l 311

TP ST Ydaddi T HadT GHSIHT geASTYUH |

I R $RT goi aasSiRRdey I ¥
faya sfRIfagaUTY pdaraarR Tgrgs d |

gl Ud IRUT ISR T TaSaHd TUAR 1l 41l
TSI ¢glle T AIegRIIgIuNT |

49T ¥ aaais iU gat 4ol ax Wiasueesy i & |l
dT=aT GRS WRIgdaaH-d: U |

YT T UGG T 4 d Ug-araiaar I asq=ar: 1l vl
UM d ¢ PUTHUTIT: YgG AT fa=eRran g |
RN Ufaad 8 FUTSIa-AgR P uaasogy || ¢ i
AUTIR ATHTHTI ST e forear g fa afergmy |
g 4RT: g fa=if=y dwi o " g dAaard n R




< T i RIGERITE AT STRATHRTHY: §T |

9d fogaar: WidgRd 9 IagawaIfdgdd d 1l ol
qragicl SO g BId TUT 99 ATAHGTH I |
TAIHAYT d S {3 dier afed gv=aisTHg—a=1gT: 11 %1l
© : YRIVTHRY ATAT ey 3HT: THW: YRIUT: |

o qaRIaRd] UIGHA! Yol HIAATGAST: 1l QR I
a4l 9 gorgE1 ged yfaura-pam fd ad |

o 7: Taag: uiefe raar qafeard agrgTom 11 23 |1




gd 3419 |
TdTagaRdl HITA faRRTH SH1E: |
qeequ-Tal faw] =rebor I8 Areae 1 2
q19: % Y: |

T FHEU faword wRATEH |

AR fayra IRIGara d =19: 1R

T T UMY Mifd<1 T4 79: |
HTYATT TR T QYR F 1 311
UEARRY g3 g d -4: |

TH: GeAewd g T 1l ¥ I

35 THI AU TRHATERGS U |
AT THEGY AT o F9: 1l Y
T R fAomg T s¥g < |

TS [RTUMTY AATHTARARS 90T ] & I
T9: GISCIT IR Hadr™ THISTI q |
(iR s ara TS w 1l wll
TH AU HEAHIYRTA T |
URTERTOT YHd dgaema d =9: 11 ¢ Il




T4 g5 Y5 TH gedTd gad |

TH! THY THEE TR 9 9 1 R I
THISH] d R AR a 79: |
AT ARG SR d =9: 11 %ol
Wi g AaIsufagdre |

TH GRMTRRTET DRE IRTEiRA 1221
GaI gad g qarimA™a d |
YITGERIHITGT HdEARARAY 1l QR I
rTfufdfed 99 assTagauyd |

oA fafaem eyt a=m w=a=a=rior g 1 231
Ty iy semvswre fawr: |

« g aderreanelt fasgt AR™or: TR 1 ¥l

AT e T dTHd R IT: |

2 SHRTO FTRHT Yeaanamrarid
g o R IHTEY |

PHYRTUN IRHRT ¥E/43-85




| sitpH =gssh - AHggel HRTeaH |
CIRINR S
feomd A 99 e $H-®9-9a |
ST IFfa: |IsH 0o 459 g4 |
ST -

3% U WEd ARIRE Td-Gwd-Tu-faemom
TIATqEA TH FSH0 T Y THISTEIHE 0
e |
R RUENESEIRRIMER

FY-TIEY Fqg-EI-F9aq |
TSE&Al 7 T AATTA YA

T THE SHYRY-®YUl | R i
SIS eS| ATSSIGHE

TR SN Tg - YaHf<T |
= @ fafa: Ioa-alkq-ags

B9 TR E TR Il 3 |
Ife sTage favm =™

&qTehdl hidfd: hicaadq |
& 91 a<d gRNSTARI

TH T4 Free-HEe == d 110%

Ud TAfd <o STE 98 gud: |
eI =1 9STd Fa-9a-99 999 11 Y I

I 3fd SiAgeet urTad HeTgul STeq-Th-

SIS HhH agsh Trgquig ||




ft gitara w: 181%: &
PHS: HIAHER: ST UAY: |
PAAATYSd! PUSASTHTHT: 1l I
HoRYY: PUR: PPUIPAANR: |
S AT aYPTAATYT faus: 11




BIAPCHAATH: BIUSGHAAHT: Il ¢ I
FHA: Bfagd: ST FHATU: |
SHATITD CATOTIITAT BRI 1l R I
DeTeferaeartd: drsligraydieier: |
Frarafaiifaurs sifeardue: wfa: 1 2011
BCR: PCPHHS: HCANNYGAH: |
PTG IH: PTHET: FIHYHSTC: 1l 221
PaYeAfdad FaYFITAD: P |
HIYed: HTel: HPATT Pega: 1l R
FTEAIIBIGHY: HURITTH<I: |
Ha-aIUHY: SeHUTdgSET: 1l 331
STHdIFgI: HTIUTdre: HHAER: |
FHIRNHSaeH: paraasaiad: 1| ¥
PIHICHIGANHT: PIPTHIAATEa: Il 24 I
Wmm@m’ﬂﬂ'\ﬂﬂ I
SaIaeIB: BrgdIPpadi?: I 2& !
HIUNTIIRATS: PTRATIAAIR: |




PRI GIBTHHCR: Bgafeddd: Il Q]
FHIRAUITddi PG HRAUTGHHT: |
STV HYSATG: 11 2¢
HIUTREYE: PTGIRIAAIGR: |
HHSIAYY: HUHBGUTAT GarTa: 11 R Il
FHALA: Hiflﬂ: FHY: FHAIG: |
HUaEl g FHIHAUTTSA Il ol
Fdl PRIUAT PTA BIRU] HI0T Hio: |

P PATAT: PeAdd-T: FeAAIE: 11 211
DHIUMTER: HTA: PRAGRUMATT: |
PTATAR: BFTAURTTGHIATTATTHY: 11 R
PAP: BIABA: DId-1T: Falcad: |
PAAHEG: Payl: PaaFE: |13

I 3fd FHRIFS ft FHSTAARTTIRIRRIGH AT
WRIHT dRTE SgdgleRdi fafaan
ot gwftararfay |



















I 3fd FERISG N FHSTTIRITIRRITH WRTHA
d9TE SgagIeRdl fafad vAv gaftd =
ff goftacar Il




